
e-Briefing on Direct School Admission 
(DSA) matters

The slides for today’s presentation will be uploaded and made 

available on our school website by the end of next week.
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Parenting for Wellness 
(PfW)
PfW aims to empower parents 
with key knowledge and skills to 
build strong parent-child 
relationships, strengthen their 
children’s mental well-being and 
resilience and parent effectively 
in the digital age.



Parenting for Wellness: Toolbox for ParentsParenting for Wellness: Parent Hub

Building 
Relationships

Supporting 
Your Child’s 

Mental Health

Navigating the 
Digital Age
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Parenting for Wellness: Toolbox for Parents



Parenting for Wellness Resource



Understanding Myself as 
a Parent

• What values are important to you as a 
parent?

• How are your spouse’s values similar to or 
different from yours?

• What did the significant adults in tour life do 
or say to make you feel important, loved and 
cared for? What do you plan to do so that 
tour child can feel the same way?



My Relationship with My 
Child

• How would you describe your relationship 
with your child? How would you like your 
relationship with your child to be?

• How well do you know your child (their 
happy/sad/stressful moments)?

• What are tour biggest hopes/dreams, and 
worries for your child?

• How would you like to strengthen the 
relationship between you and your child?



Mattering
What the research says…
“ Our kids are absorbing the idea that their worth is 
contingent on their performance GPA, the number of 
social media followers they have, their collage 
brands – not for who they are deep at their core. 
They feel they only matter to the adults in their lives, 
their peers, the larger community, if they are 
successful”

“The feeling that we are valued and add value to 
others – is key to positive mental health and to 
thriving in adolescence and beyond.”

“Mattering informs that language we use, the 
messages we reinforce, and how we handle failure.”



• What is Direct School Admission (DSA)?

• Should my child apply for DSA?

• Which school should my child apply to?

• How will DSA schools conduct their selection?

• How do I apply?

• What are the possible DSA-Sec outcomes?
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▪ DSA-Sec aims to:

▪ Provide P6 students an opportunity to seek admission 

to a secondary school based on a diverse range of 

talents and achievements that may not be 

demonstrated at PSLE, e.g sports, aesthetics, student 

leadership and other talent areas

▪ Promote holistic education





Yes, if she has talent in an area 

which the school offers the DSA in 

and she is passionate about and 

committed to developing her 

strengths in that area in that 

school.



• If your child is successfully allocated to a school through DSA-Sec, 
she will not be able to participate in the Secondary 1 Posting.

• She will also not be able to seek a transfer to another school 
after the release of the PSLE results.



WHICH SCHOOL SHOULD MY CHILD APPLY TO?



Finding a good fit will help your child enjoy learning at an 

appropriate pace and enable her to benefit from the school’s overall 

programmes. 



When selecting a DSA-Sec school, 
consider the following: 

• Schools with talent areas that match your child’s strengths 
and interests 

 

• Range of programmes offered by the school

• Pace of learning



Matching 

Look for a school whose programmes match your child’s interests 

and talents. 

• Schools are looking out for students whose interests and talents 

they can develop further.

• Learn more about the secondary school’s pace of learning and 

overall range of programmes. 
 



Get the latest information about what each school offers 

by:

▪ Visiting the MOE’s DSA website 

▪ Exploring the individual school website

▪ Attending Open Houses (Secondary Schools)



How will DSA schools conduct their selection?

▪ Applicants’ talents & / strengths

▪ Personal qualities

▪ Academic results – P5 & P6

THROUGH: 

➢ Interviews

➢ Trials

➢ Tests

➢ Selection camps



When can my child apply? 

In May 2026 when your child is in P6.

More information on the timeline is available at this link:  

https://www.moe.gov.sg/dsa-sec

https://www.moe.gov.sg/dsa-sec


Exercise School 

Preference Stage

Oct

Application 

Stage

May

Audition 

Stage

By mid-Sept

Results Release Stage

Nov

(along with PSLE results)



HOW DO I APPLY - DSA Portal 

▪One-stop DSA application portal 

(except for School of the Arts & Singapore Sports School)

▪ Period of acceptance for DSA applications will be about 3-4 

weeks in May

▪ Parents can log in using Singpass



DSA Portal

▪ Students’ participation in school activities and leadership roles (P4 

upwards) etc will be extracted from the school records.  

▪ There is no need to submit testimonials & hard copy documents.

▪ Applicants can add in 10 non-school based activities & 

achievements in ‘Optional’ Field.
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https://www.moe.gov.sg/secondary/dsa/application

https://www.moe.gov.sg/secondary/dsa/application


How many schools can my child apply to? 

You can indicate up to three choices during the application. 

For each choice, you will need to choose a secondary school and 

a talent area from that school.

 

Of the three choices, a maximum of two choices can be used to 

apply to the same school (i.e., under two different talent areas). 



Talent(s) School(s)

Basketball School A

Basketball School B

Basketball School C

Example 1

Your child can apply up to three different schools, with no 

restrictions on the talent areas.

Talent(s) School(s)

Basketball School A

Choir School A

Basketball School B

Example 2

Your child can choose two areas in one school. (A maximum of 

two choices can be used to apply to the same school.) 

Talent(s) School(s)

Basketball School A

Choir School A

Netball School A

Example 3

Your child cannot use all three choices on one school.

She can leave the third choice blank or choose another 

school. 



Confirmed Offer → The student has a place reserved in the school as long as 

she qualifies for a course the school offers [i.e. G1, G2 or G3]. 

Waiting List → This means the student will only be considered if other students 

with Confirmed Offer choose not to go to that school during the School 

Preference stage. Allocation will be based on students’ rank on the school’s 

waitlist.

 

 Unsuccessful → If the student is unsuccessful in all her applications, but still 

wishes to enter the schools she applied for in the DSA, she can consider them again 

during the S1 Posting Exercise based on the PSLE results. 

What are the possible DSA-Sec outcomes?



Example: Confirmed Offer vs Being Waitlisted

John selected Marvel Secondary as his 1st choice. Marvel 

Secondary School placed John on the Waiting List. 

Mary is given Confirmed Offer by Marvel Secondary. 

Who will be considered for a place in Marvel Secondary?  

Mary will be considered for a DSA place in Marvel Secondary, before 

John, as she has a Confirmed Offer.



If my child has a DSA Confirmed Offer, does it mean 
that her PSLE results will not matter? 

The PSLE Score will still be used to determine the secondary 

school posting group she is eligible for [i.e.G1, G2 and G3]

Even if the student has a confirmed offer, she must qualify for a 

posting group offered by the school to be successfully admitted 

through the DSA. 



Jane has a DSA confirmed offer given by Marvel 

Secondary School, which offers the G3 Course 

only. 

However, Jane’s  PSLE results qualify her for the 

G2 course. Hence, Jane will not be able to go to 

Marvel Secondary School. She will take part in 

the S1 Posting Exercise instead. 



AL Raw Mark Range

1 ≥ 90

2 85 – 89

3 80 – 84

4 75 – 79

5 65 – 74

6 45 – 64

7 20 – 44

8 ≤ 20



PSLE Scoring System & Posting Group





Direct School Admission (MOE)

Information on DSA
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https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/is-dsa-for-your-child
https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/choosing-the-dsa-route
https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/parent-s-take-on-dsa-do-what-s-
good-for-their-self-confidence
https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/parent-s-take-on-dsa-let-your-child-
take-the-lead

SCHOOL BAG: THE EDUCATION NEWS SITE

https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/is-dsa-for-your-child
https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/choosing-the-dsa-route
https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/parent-s-take-on-dsa-do-what-s-good-for-their-self-confidence
https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/parent-s-take-on-dsa-do-what-s-good-for-their-self-confidence
https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/parent-s-take-on-dsa-let-your-child-take-the-lead
https://www.schoolbag.edu.sg/story/parent-s-take-on-dsa-let-your-child-take-the-lead


▪ P6 students have a choice whether or not to participate in the 
DSA-Sec. If they choose not to participate in the DSA-Sec, they 
will participate in the  Secondary One Posting Exercise after the 
release of the PSLE results. 

▪ Students who opt for a school under DSA-Sec must achieve 
PSLE results that would enable them to be eligible for 
admission to the posting group being offered by their opted 
DSA-Sec schools. 



▪ Students admitted to a school through DSA-Sec will not be 

allowed to participate in the annual Secondary One Posting 

Exercise. They will also not be allowed to appeal to other 

secondary schools.

▪ Students who are admitted to the secondary schools because of 

their CCA achievements will be obliged to continue in that CCA.



Home-School Partnership

Being there for her
Have regular conversations with your child to understand her 

better.

Showing your love
Assure your child that your love for her is not measured by 

her achievements. Let her know this every day through your 

words and actions.

Setting realistic & achievable expectations
Consider your child’s unique abilities when setting expectations 

with her. Only realistic goals can motivate her.



AA FLOWER DOES NOT THINK 
OF COMPETING  WITH THE 

FLOWER NEXT TO IT. 
IT JUST BLOOMS.

Zen Shin



If you have any question, please email me at 
Wong_Liang_Min@schools.gov.sg

The slides for today’s presentation will be uploaded 

and made available on our school website by the end 

of next week.
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